Brief report
(A lecture on Eschatology by Dr. Shakuntala Gawde on 19/01/2019)

“37TqET qradcr| $F qradedr ? BRG] Ye[UXdl arddedr’ - thus Udayana
was reminded by the F[%W fdqueh a¥ede about the long dead
Vasavdatta. Further, “HTTe, ol | JMATSY Jearr HArgsr dfga:” and

“31@T YT ShedaAT ATdell AT - thus lamented the two in-syllabus obituaries by

a contemporary Sanskrit poet.

Curiously, the MA Semester 1 Curriculum had quite a few references to the
deaths of various eminent persons.

While reading the heart-wrenching announcements of deaths of such wonderful
people, if ever | had had any questions about what happened to their souls after
they died, all such doubts were coolly set to rest by the assurances provided

by ATRETIRRRIATCT dAaTH that - “Td-ITARASCEEATCHT”, “FUCHIGoTed
G AT TR efc.

However, while paying excessive attention to Charvaka, | had been neglecting
the 3T &eTeT’s. And I was reminded of my short-sighted approach during a

talk given by our T3TELTe teacher today.

The occasion was a lecture on Eschatology delivered by our Dr. Shakuntala
Gawde to over 200+ students of Jain Philosophy at Marathi Bhasha Bhawan ,
University of Mumbai, Kalina.

Charvaka incidentally, declares that “Galcegl #HI&T:” However, Eschatology

begins where Charvaka philosophy literally, ends. For, eschatology deals with
concepts of Death and beyond Death at an individual/micro level. It also deals

with concepts of Feld at a macro/universe level.

Shakuntala ma’am explained to the audience comprising mainly of =TTEd’s

(Jains), the basics of Eschatology from a Vedic / 3T&de standpoint. | am

giving below the key points covered by her :
Rigveda’s 10th Mandala has suktas addressed to Yama, Mrityu and even to
dead persons. Our ancients had a positive view of death. They believed that



Yama would take care of the dead and after exhausting their 5ceraT the dead

souls would come back in a new birth.

Eschatology concepts were well developed in the Upanishads. They aver that
the soul is eternal. Kathopanisad has the dialogue between Nachiketa and Yama
which is the essence of Upanishadic eschatological views. Taittreyi Upanishad

describes how Bhrigu discovers the GehI?’s within right upto 3TeGHI I,
We have seen the 9TehIel’s in Vedanta Saar during the Advanced Diploma

course.
Ma’am explained how the UTOT / 3fegd’s pack up at the time of death and

follow the ST right until it gets a new body.

Some souls may not get to stay in Heaven or Hell and may go through quick
succession of painful births and deaths say, even as insects who have lifespans
of a few days only.

It was here that ma’am talked of the TR concept covered in Yogasutras -

aﬁ%mg: AT TSCIESToleAdGa: | And the shallowness of the Charvaka

philosophy struck me !
While | was doing a #=asT of my own &g concepts, Shakuntala ma’am

adroitly rounded off her lecture by giving a brief comparison of Vedic
eschatology with Greek eschatological concepts.
There was a spate of questions from the audience. The coordinator of the
Jainology course expressed her pleasure at how Shakuntala ma’am successfully
managed to convey the abstruse Vedic eschatology concepts to the audience
today.
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